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Why is the research being conducted?	
Driving is an important goal for people after stroke. People are unable to drive until they receive medical approval. This could involve a period of waiting to return to driving. For others it could involve a formal driving assessment to decide if they are safe to return to driving or not. Some people do not return to driving. We know that the services and supports for people can vary around Queensland and the needs might be different. The purpose of this study is to gather and understand these diverse experiences. 

Who can participate	
You can participate if you were driving before your stroke and either
· you have returned to driving but were unable to drive for a period of three months or more after the stroke 
OR
· you have not returned to driving after the stroke. 

What you will be asked to do	
Firstly, we will ask you to answer some simple questions about yourself for example, your age, gender, city/town, who you live with, time from stroke, driving status, up to five main effects of your stroke. 

We will then arrange a time for you to meet with a researcher for an interview. This interview will be about your experiences, needs and services in relation to interrupting or stopping driving. This can be held online or via telephone. We can use verbal or written communication. You are welcome to have a support person with you during the interview. We anticipate that the interview may last between 30 and 60 minutes. The interview will be recorded and transcribed with no identifying information included in the transcription.  

The expected benefits of the research	
There are no benefits expected to flow directly to you or your experiences after stroke. Participants will receive a Coles Myer gift card reimbursement of $50 in recognition of their time and contributions. 

Risks to you	
We know that driving can be a difficult topic after stroke. The researchers will respect and empower you to lead the discussion and you will be reminded only to share information you are comfortable sharing. Support will be offered by the researcher if you are distressed during the interviews. We will only proceed if you are comfortable to do so. You can also seek support from Lifeline (13 11 14) or 1300 MH Call (1300 642255). 

Your consent
	
How are we going to use and store your Personal Information
The data collected about you is not identifiable personal information, meaning no information will link to your identification. We will convert the data about where you live to a region in Queensland for example: Central Queensland. We will remove your name and any other identifying information from the transcriptions of the interviews, so that you cannot be identified. The data will be stored securely on a password-protected storage service that is only accessible by the researchers. The findings will be reported in published research with no identifying information. All data will be stored for five years after the publication of the research and will then be destroyed.

Your participation is voluntary
Your participation in this study is entirely voluntary, and your consent to participate or not participate in the study will be respected. You may withdraw yourself from the study at any time. Should you wish to withdraw, you should confirm with the research team as to whether any previous data collected about you can be included or excluded. 

Questions / further information

For further information regarding the project, please contact the research team.
Louise Gustafsson
P: +61 737353607
E: louise.gustafsson@griffith.edu.au

The ethical conduct of this research
This study has received approval by the Griffith University Human Ethics Committee, in accordance with the National Statement on Ethical Conduct in Human Research. If you have any concerns or complaints about the ethical conduct of the research project you should contact the Manager, Research Ethics on 3735 4375 or research-ethics@griffith.edu.au.

Feedback to you
Upon completion of the data collection, the results will be reported back to you for checking before we finish the study. If you wish to receive a summary of the results and the research publication, you can request such information.  

Privacy Statement 
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The conduct of this research involves the collection, access, storage and/or use of your identified personal information. The information collected is confidential and will not be disclosed to third parties without your consent, except to meet government, legal or other regulatory authority requirements.   A de-identified copy of this data may be used for other research purposes, including publishing openly (e.g. in an open access repository).   However, your anonymity will at all times be safeguarded.   For further information consult the University's Privacy Plan at   http://www.griffith.edu.au/about-griffith/plans-publications/griffith-university-privacy-plan or telephone (07) 3735 4375.
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By signing below, I confirm that I have read and understood the information package and in particular:

· I understand that my involvement in this research will include an interview to talk about my experiences of driving after stroke and the collection of some information about me and my stroke. 
· I understand that the research will include audio recording/audio-visual recording of my participation;
· I have had any questions answered to my satisfaction;
· I understand the risks involved;
· I understand that there are no benefits to me;
· I understand that my participation in this research is voluntary;
· I understand that if I have any additional questions I can contact the research team;
· I understand that I am free to withdraw at any time, without explanation or penalty;
· I understand that my name and other personal information that could identify me will be removed and that I will not be identified in publications or presentations resulting from this research;
· I consent to the inclusion of my written and/or verbal comments/opinions in publications or presentations resulting from this research
· I understand that I can contact the Manager, Research Ethics, at Griffith University Human Research Ethics Committee on 3735 4375 (or ) if I have any concerns about the ethical conduct of the project; and
· I agree to participate in the project

	Name
	


	Signature
	


	Date
	




Tick this box if you also give your consent to receive information about the next study which seeks to co-adapt a program that supports people during driving disruption or cessation.
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